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Temple Farm, Essex, JW.org
Live-work development

Agriculture

Contaminated 
former scrap 
yard 

Dormice, reptiles, badgers 
& bats present

Temple Grove Ancient 
Woodland

Temple 
Wood 
AW

Commercial

Residential

BREEAM Communities 
Scheme
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Water Larger paved areas planted with 
trees and surrounded by 
hedgerows to create shade and 
control temperatures

Existing lakes restored and 
incorporated into site-
wide SuDS

Green-roofs on 
residential 
buildings to slow 
down rainwater 
percolation

Formal ponds provide 
water ‘links’ 
throughout the site 
and encourage 
people’s interaction 
with water

Roadside 
swales

Lakes

Attenuation 
features

CIRIA 
Susdrain
award 
winner
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Wildlife

Retained and 
protected 
badger sett away 
from 
development 
and people

Reptile receptor area with 
hiberncula and bespoke 
management - controlled 
public access

Restoration of former 
fishing lakes to 
provide opportunities 
for otter use

Retained, 
enhanced and 
newly 
established 
hedgerow 
network for 
dormice

New dormouse 
bridge as part of 
entrance feature

Sensitive 
lighting 
design 
along north 
and east 
edge

Buffer to keep 
‘development’ away 
from ancient 
woodland

Bespoke 
LEMP
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Wellbeing Public realm designed to have an outdoor 
focus for all ages and all abilities

Formal 
sports 
pitches

Areas for outdoor 
recreation – games and 
gatherings 

Formal walled garden, 
allotments and orchard

Educational 
botanic garden

Safe and 
accessible 
footpaths / 
cycle and 
running 
routes from 
residential 
areas

Area for quiet 
reflection

‘Trim 
Trail’ in 
parks

Children’s play 
areas near site 
visitor entrance



Take-Away Points 

• Consider green infrastructure aims, strategies and  designs 
options on a site-by-site basis at an early project stage, involve key 
stakeholders and experts

• Identify opportunities for multi-functional features and design 
accordingly with input from the whole team

• Clearly document, present and promote a site’s green 
infrastructure offering as part of a planning  application 

• Consider external verification of a site’s green infrastructure 
offering e.g. Building with Nature benchmark for each project 
stage
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